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MA - TOWN OF ASHLAND
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

101 MAIN STREET, 2ND FLOOR
ASHLAND, MA 01721

Via Walk-in

o
*xxxies s NOTICE OF ELIGIBLE FACILITIES REQUEST***##xxx%¢0

RE: Request for Minor Modification to Existing Wireless Facility — Section 6409
Site Address: ALBERT RAY DRIVE FOUNTAIN AND GREEN STREETS, ASHLAND, MA 01721
Crown Site Number: 806042 / Crown Site Name: BOS ASHLAND 959026
Customer Site Number: 4BSM233A / Application Number: 693954

On behalf of MetroPCS Massachusetts, LLC (“Metro PCS” or “Applicant”), Crown Castle USA Inc. (“Crown Castle”) is
pleased to submit this request to modify the existing wireless facility noted above through the collocation, replacement
and/or removal of the Applicant’s equipment as an eligible facilities request for a minor modification under Section 6409:
and the rules of the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”).2

Section 6409 mandates that state and local governments must approve any eligible facilities request for the modification of
an existing wireless tower or base station that does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base
station. Under Section 6409, to toll the review period, if the reviewing authority determines that the application is
incomplete, it must provide written notice to the applicant within 30 days, which clearly and specifically delineates all
missing documents or information reasonably related to whether the request meets the federal requirements.3 Additionally,
if a state or local government, fails to issue any approvals required for this request within 60 days, these approvals are
deemed granted. The FCC has clarified that the 30-day and 60-day deadlines begins when an applicant: (1) takes the first
step required under state or local law; and (2) submits information sufficient to inform the jurisdiction that this modification
qualifies under the federal law+. Please note that with the submission of this letter and enclosed items, the thirty and sixty-
day review periods have started. Based on the date of this filing, the deadline for written notice of incomplete

application is June 7, 2025, and the deadline for issuance of approval is July 7, 2025.

' Middle Class Tax Reliefand Job Creation Act of 2012, Pub. L. No. 112-96, § 6409 (2012) (codified at 47 U.S.C. § 1455).

2 Acceleration of Broadband Deployment by Improving Wireless Facility Siting Policies, 29 FCC Red. 12865 (2014) (codified at 47 CFR
§1.6100); and Implementation of State & Local Governments’ Obligation to Approve Certain Wireless Facility Modification Requests
Under Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act of 2012, WT Docket No. 19-250 (June 10, 2020).

35ee 47 CFR § 1.6100 (¢)(3). +See 2020 Upgrade Order at paragraph 16.

The Foundation for a Wircless Weorld.
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The proposed scope of work for this project includes:

Add or replace antennas, ancillary equipment and ground equipment as per plans for an existing carrier on an
existing wireless communication facility.

At the end of this letter is a checklist outlining the applicable substantial change criteria under Section 6409. Additionally,
the following items are included in support of this request:

»  Special Permit Modification Application & Findings of Fact
»  Filing Fee check #3048627 for $S400

¢  Certified Abutter List

»  Construction Drawings

»  Structural Analysis

» Radio Frequency Emissions Analysis Report

As these documents indicate, (i) the modification involves the collocation, removal or replacement of transmission
equipment; and (ii) such modification will not substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.
As such, it is an “eligible facilities request” as defined in the FCC’s rules to which the 60-day deadline for approval applies.
Accordingly, Applicant requests all authorization necessary for this proposed minor modification under Section 6409.

Our goal is to work with you to obtain approvals earlier than the deadline. We will respond promptly to any request for
related information you may have in connection with this request. Please let us know how we can work with you to expedite
the approval process. We look forward to working with you on this important project, which will improve wireless
telecommunication services in your community using collocation on existing infrastructure. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Regards,

Dasmenica J atasciore

Domenica Tatasciore

Permitting Specialist, Tower Services
Crown Castle, Agent for Metro PCS
(508) 621-9161
Domenica.Tatasciore@crownecastle.com

The Foundation for a Wireless Werld
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Section 6409 Substantial Change Checklist for
Towers Outside of the Public Right of Way

The Federal Communications Commission has determined that a modification substantially changes the physical dimension

of a wireless tower or base station under 47 U.S.C. § 1455(a) if it meets one of six enumerated criteria under 47 C.F.R. §

1.6100.
Criteria for Towers Qutside of the Public Rights of Way
YES/NO
NO Does the modification increase the height of the tower by more than the greater of:
(a) 10%; or
(b) the height of an additional antenna array plus separation of up to 20 feet from
the top of the nearest existing antenna?
YES/NO
NO Does the modification add an appurtenance to the body of the tower that would
protrude from the edge of the tower more than 20 feet or more than the width of the
tower structure at the level of the appurtenance, whichever is greater?
YES/NO
NO Does the modification involve the installation of more than the standard number of new
equipment cabinets for the technology involved or add more than four new equipment
cabinets?
YES/NO
NO Does the modification entail any excavation or deployment outside the current site by
more than 30 feet in any direction, not including any access or utility easements?
YES/NO
NO Does the modification defeat the concealment elements of the eligible support structure?
YES/NO
NO Does the modification violate conditions associated with the siting approval for the
tower or base station other than as specitied in 47 C.F.R. § 1.6100(¢c)(7)(1) — (iv)?

If all questions in the above section are answered “NO,” then the modification does not constitute a substantial change to
the existing tower under 47 C.F.R. § 1.6100.

The Foundation for a Wircless World
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Application for Planning Board Approval/Perr

Note: Application must be

Property Information:

strect Address: 34 Albert Ray Drive

/oning District: Residential A (RA) Overlay District:

i il . B e
Assessor’s Map: 9 Lot: 173 Deed Book: 30867
Cu perty Owner: Crown Castle -
Permit/Approval Soughi:
X_ Special Permit (§9.3) _Scenic Road Permit (Ch. 2
)ﬁ _special Permit Amendment Modification  Farth Removal Permit (Ch
~ Design Plan Review {§9.6 Site Alteration Special Pe

Aapplicant information: X Owner X Tenant P

T-Mobile

15 Commerce Way, Norton, MA 02766

Phone: 008-621-9161 ~mail Domenica. Tatasciore@crowncastle.com

Agent’s Name: Domenica Tatasciore for Crown Castle

t's Address: 1800 W. Park Drive, Suite 200, Westborough, MA 01581

Agent’s Phone: 908-621-9161 Agent’s Email: Pomenica. Tatasciore@crowncastle.com




Additional Information:

Are all real estate taxes and other assessments to the Town current? Yi

Is the parcel on a scenicroad? NO  Isthe parcel in a flood plain? NO

Is the parcel within 100 feet of a wetland or 200 feet of ariver? No

[s this an amendment to a previously issued Special Permit? (Attach approved permit): E_

Date structure(s) built? 1984

The following requirements are acceptable in Cover Letter or Memo format

Description of the Relief Sought: (attach additional pages if needed)

Pursuant to Section 6.4 of the Town of Ashland Zoning Bylaws and Section 6409(a) of the Federal

Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act, also referred to as the "Spectrum Act," Verizon Wireless

is proposing to remove 4 existing antennas and installing 3 antennas, 3 radios and 1 mount

modification. No proposed change to tower height or compound size.

What specific zoning bylaws and/or Special Permit types are relevant to this application?
Section 6.4 of the Town of Ashland Zoning Bylaws and Section 6409(a) of the Federal Middle

Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, also referred to as the "Spectrum Act."

Benefits of Project:

The modification will improve network performance, and provide enhanced wireless service and

coverage and capacity to the Town of Ashland and the surrounding area.

Existing use and condition of the property and surrounding neighborhood: (Please list all non-

conformities.)

Existing 99-foot monopole tower and residences.

Town of Ashland—Agpplication Planning Board Approval/Permit 2



Attach Building Permit Denial letter if applicable.

By signing below, you assert this application is complete and accurate to the best of your knowledge:

Sisnatures:

Applicant/Agent: Dmeas QM Applicant’s Name: Domenica Tatasciore on behalf of

Verizon/Crown Castle

Agent’s Relationship to Applicant: Authorized Agent Firm: _ Crown Castle

Owner; Crown Castle Owner’s Name: Domenica Tatasciore for Crown Castle

Note: If the applicant is not the owner, please have the owner sign above or submit a letter of permission with the

application.

Town of Ashland—Application Planning Board Approval/Parmit 3



Application Requirements
All applications:

e All applications must include a fully completed application form and two checks for the full amount of
the application fee and the peer review deposit the made to the Town of Ashland.

e All applications must include a copy of the Assessor’s Card for the property or properties in question.

e Attach Building Permit Denial letter if applicable.

e All other applicable taxes and fees on the property must be paid before any permits can be issued. It is
strongly advised to check with the Treasurer’s Office before the application process is begun.

e Applications for Special Permits must include the type of permit applied for: use, Flood Plain Overlay
District, environmental standards, parking, landscaping, loading requirements, adult entertainment, or
any other Special Permit type.

Special Permit, Site Plan Review and Sﬁ%divisian Approval Applications:

All site plan review and subdivision approval applications must include four (4) copies of the Site Plan and/or
Design Plan, two (2) 24x36”, and ten (10) 11x17” sizes. Please discuss with the Planning Department plans or
information that may be required specific to your project. In addition, a .pdf version of the submitted plans must
be either handed to the Planning Department or sent be email to planning@ashlandmass.com. A georeferenced
CAD file (NADS3) of the as-built plans is required before occupancy permits are issued.

Special Permit applicants must submit a certified abutter’s list of abutters within 300° of the subject property.
Abutters lists are requested from the Assessor’s Office at least 10 days before the application deadline.

Please note that Definitive Subdivision Applications must include all items as required in Chapter 344 Section
8 of the town bylaws unless specifically waived by the Planning Board.

All peer review deposits must include a W-9 form if the town does not already have this on file. This is to al-
low us to return any remaining funds at the end of the process. Applicants may request a balance of the funds
at any time.

Scenic Road Special Permit:

All scenic road special permits must include three (3) copies of the plans along with an electronic copy of

submitted materials.

Earth Removal Special Permit:

All earth removal permits must include three (3) copies of the contour plan showing original grades and drain-
age, along with three (3) copies of the same at completion. The application must also include a detail of the
amount and type of material to be removed, and the proposed truck route including truck size.

Site Alteration Special Permit:

Site Alteration Permits must include photographs of the site, location of trees and vegetation, number of land-
scaping materials, a certified plot plan, a timetable and a written narrative of the reasons for the project and
how erosion will be controlled. See Chapter 282 Section'5.8 for exact requirements.

Town of Ashland—Application Planning Board Approval/Permit 7



Ashland Planning Department Fees

Site Plan Review:

2,001-5,000 SF

Industrial/Commercial (Square Feet) $775
$1,025
0-2,000 SF + peer review deposit of $2,000
$2,025

+ peer review deposit of $2,000

5,001-10,000 SF

$2,025 + $0.15 per SF of Gross Floor Area
+ peer review deposit of $3,500

Greater than 10,000 SF

$2,025 + $0.15 per SF of Gross Floor Area
+ peer review deposit of $6,000

Residential:

$25 + $250 per residential unit
+ peer review deposit of $2,500

Special Permit Application:

$400

Special Permit Modification*:

$400* (may be waived at Board’s discretion
if changes are deemed minor)

Subdivision Application:

$250 + $150 per additional lot created

Modification of Definitive Plan:

Approval Not Required:

. . $1,600 + $150 per additional lot created
Preliminary Plan Approval: + peer review deposit of $2,500

. . $2,100 + $500 per lot

Definitive Plan Approval: + peer review deposit of $5,000

i e - . $1,600
Modification of Preliminary Plan: + peer review deposit of $1,500

$1,600

+ peer review deposit of $2,500

Other Costs:

Lot Release: $150 per lot

Lot Re-Release: $50 per lot

Design Review Fee: $50

Abutter List: $2 per abutter, $50 max

(Obtained at Assessors Department)

Revised by Planning Department 1/17/2024

Town of Ashland—Application Planning Board Approval/Permit 8
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In Support of the Special Permit Findings of Fact

By Domenica Tatasciore, Agent for Crown Castle on behalf of T-Mobile

RE Application for Special Permit (while reserving all rights) for Modification of a Wireless
Communications Fa::i%m,

Property: 34 Albert Ray Drive, Ashland. MA (the "Property”)

Applicant: T-Mobile by its representative Crown Castle, Agent Domenica Tatasciore

Property Owner:  Crown Castle

Dear Honorable Board Members:

I am the Agent for Crown Castle and represent T-Mobile in connection with an application for a Special
Permit, with all rights reserved, for T-Mobile from the Town of Ashland Planning Board (the “Board”). In its
application, Applicant seeks permission to modify an existing Wireless Communications Facility (“WCF”)
located at 34 Albert Ray Drive, as more fully described herein (the “Project”). Pursuant to Section 6.4 of the
Town of Ashland Zoning Bylaws, as more fully described herein (the “Bylaws”), the Project falls within the
subject matter of, and is consistent with, the spirit, intent and ourpose of the said Bylaws

This application is submitted with full reservation of Applicant's rights inciuding without limitation

Sec :on 6409(a) of the federal Middle Ciass Tax Relief and Joo Creation Act of 2012 also rﬂrauce {o as the

“Spectrum Act.” The Spectrum Act was passed to “advance wireless broadband service” for both public

“afes:y and commercial purposes. The modification o the existing WCF satisfies the standards for the
modification of an eligible facility under the Spectrum Act

Applicant holds an interest in the Property by virtue of a Site Lease Agreement with the property
owner/tower owner and operator. Applicant is the current holder and operator of a WCF at the Property
pursuant to a Special Permit Decision, filed by the Ashland Planning Board on January 29, 2015 and recorded
with the Middlesex County District Registry of Deeds in Book 65222, Page 121 and Planning Board Special
Permit Modification Decision dated January 12, 2023 and recorded with the Middlesex County District
Registry of Deeds in Book 81303, Page 413.

ne Pfﬁ;:ﬂr\j i
.
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{i The Project

The Project will consist of removing four (4) existing antennas and installing three (3) antennas, three
(3) radios, and one (1) mount modification on an existing 99-foot Wireless Communications Facility Tower
located at the property. The antennas and mount will be located at the existing 94-foot centerline of the tower.
The specifications and locations of equipment associated with the Project and equipment aiready existing on
the Property are more fully described on the plans included with this application.
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The Applicant was previously granted a Special Permit to collocate at the existing site.
Subsequent Special Permit Modifications were granted in 2019 and 2023 for the
modification of the existing installations.
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Regards,

Domenica Tatasciore

Permitting Specialist, Tower Services
Crown Castle

(508) 621-9161
Domenica.Tatasciore@crowncastle.com

The Foundation for a Wireless World.
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TOWN OF ASHLAND MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF

PLANNING BOARD
101 MAIN STREET

John Dudley, Chairman
Nathaniel Strosberg, Director

Bk: 86222 Pg: 121 Doc: DECIS
Page:10f3 04/15/2015 02:45 PM
Notice of Decision

Special Permit
T-Mobile Telecommunications Infrasttucture Modification
34 Albert Ray Drive

8102

st
g
T
=0

Date:  February 5, 2014 !
To: Town Clerk ™
Ce: Applicant 320 3
Building Inspector IR
A @
@

The Planning Boatd (the “Board”) received special permit application for the modiﬁc{ign
of equipment at the existing wi eless communications facility located at 34 Albert Ray Drive.
The Boatd reviewed the application in accordance with Section 6.4 of the Town’s Zoning
Bylaw (the “Zoning Bylaw”). The applicant (the “Applicant”) was T-Mobile Northeast LLC,
opetating through its authorized agent, Daniel D. Klasnick, Fsq. The Board opened 2 duly-
noticed public heating on the aforesaid application on January 29, 2015. The Board also
closed the public hearing on January 29, 2015, deliberated and voted 4-0 to grant the special
~ permit as hereinafter described and conditioned.

Duting the aforementioned public hearing, the following documentation was reviewed by
the Board:

1. “Application for Special Permit” and accompanying documentation, submitted
by the Applicant and dated December 18, 2014.

2 Cell tower schematics dated April 8, 2013

3. Cell tower schematics dated July 1, 2014 (for comment) and July 22, 2014 (for
construction).

In accordance with Section 6.4 of the Zoning Bylaw, it was determined by the Boatd that the
proposed modification is in compliance with the critetia set forth in said section, with the
following condition:

1. All modifications to the telecommunications facility at 34 Albert Ray Drive shall be
conducted during the houts of 7AM to 7PM, Monday through Saturday.

In accordance with Section 9.3.8 of the Zoning Bylaw, a special permit shall lapse after two
(2) years from the grant thereof if 2 substantial use thereof or construction thereunder has
not sooner commenced except for good cause.

oluner’, Croum CAnen b Company Lic AN - DG
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Any appeal of this decision of the Board shall be made in accordance with G.L. c. 404, § 17,
to a coutt of competent jutisdiction.

TOW% Board .

of Ashland Pla
By: M‘

VTJR:\ M’!
By: MDM

BY: e /.___9__9-——)\\

By:
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Filed with the T, (ﬁm Cletk on: &)—A D
Date: 3\2015 & m L ﬂ

e
Town Clerk

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT TWENTY DAYS HAVE ELAPSED FROM THE DATE -
THIS DECISION WAS FILED IN THE TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE AND THAT NO

APPEAL HAS BEEN FILED.

DATE: /401’// /S, 0[3

\pme M

Tara M. Ward, Town Clerk




