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To:  Ashland Elected Officials / Ashland Committee Chairs / Ashland Department Heads / Ashland Citizens

From:  Ashland Select Board

Date:  August 7, 2019

RE:  2019 Fall Special Town Meeting Warrant Guidance 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

In preparation for the Fall 2019 Special Town Meeting on November 20, 2019, the Select Board have established a timetable for the submission and review of proposed Town Meeting warrant articles.  This timetable is an effort to provide residents and taxpayers with the best available information for making informed decisions on article requests for action.


Fall 2019 Special Town Meeting Warrant Timetable

August 7, 2019						Open the Warrant

September 18, 2019					Deadline for Notice of Intent to submit
							Proposed warrant articles. Proposed articles 
filed with the Select Board Office. 

September 19 – October 15, 2019 			Due Diligence Period:
							Board of Selectmen presentations and 									Discussions

September 19 – October 15, 2019			Public Hearings

October 16, 2019					Board of Selectmen vote to close and post
							the warrant

November 6, 2019					Warrant Posted – No later than date

November 20, 2019					Special Town Meeting	




The Select Board reserves the right to re-open the Warrant after October 16, 2019 to include new articles that address emergency or unanticipated needs and / or circumstances.


Warrant Article Guidelines:

The Ashland Select Board have a goal of collegial and cooperative interaction with all Town Boards, Committees and residents, as well as providing an opportunity for all articles to be fully vetted and well documented.  This will allow for thoughtful deliberation and informed decision-making for all Town Meeting participants.  All (non-citizen petitions) Warrant Articles are to be submitted to the Assistant Town Manager, Ms. Jenn Ball at jball@ashlandmass.com.
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