2 Center Plaza, Suite 430
Boston, MA 02108-1928
T:617-338-0063
F.617-338-6472

Nitsch Engineering www.nitscheng.com
July 26, 2021

Ms. Maeghan Dos Anjos RE: Nitsch Project #13609
Conservation Agent/Director 25-ft No Disturb Zone Waiver
Town of Ashland David Mindess Elementary School
101 Main Street Ashland, MA

Ashland, MA 01721

Dear Ms. Dos Anjos,

Nitsch Engineering previously filed an application for a Notice of Intent with the Ashland Conservation
Commission for the David Mindess Elementary School at 90 Concord Street. Nitsch would like to formally
request a waiver from the Commission for work performed within the 25-ft No Disturb Zone.

Proposed Work within the 25-ft No Disturb Zone

Per the Town of Ashland Wetlands Bylaw, a 25-ft No Disturb Zone is established around jurisdictional
wetland resource areas. To avoid impact to the jurisdictional wetland resource areas, there will be no net
increase in impervious area created by the proposed project within the 25-ft No Disturb Zone.

There are two areas on site where work will be performed within the 25-foot No Disturb Zone, one on the
southwest portion of the site where the existing driveway crosses over the culverted intermittent stream, and
on the eastern side of the site where the access roadway encroaches within the 25-ft No Disturb Zone.

The area on the southwest portion of the site will result in decrease in impervious area where some existing
parking spaces will be removed. Approximately 525 square feet of impervious area will be replaced with
planted area and a new roadway will be constructed in place of the existing roadway.

The area on the east portion of the site will result in an increase of approximately 59 square feet of
impervious area and regrading of pervious areas to support the construction of the driveway. The impervious
area within the 25-foot No Disturb Zone will be collected, treated, and discharged to the drain line in Concord
Street.

Refer to the attached figures for maps showing the existing and proposed work within the 25-ft Buffer to
BVW.

The overall existing and proposed land use within the 25-ft No Disturb Zone and limit of work is shown in the

table below:
Existing 25’ Buffer Proposed 25’ Buffer Change
Impervious 2,520 2,054 -466
Pervious 3,445 3,911 +466
Total 5,965 5,965 --

Requirements for a Waiver

1. Demonstrate that sufficient wetland resource area function and value and adjacent upland habitat will
remain such that the interests of the Act and bylaw are protected
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The proposed work within the 25-foot buffer is taking place in previously disturbed areas and will not
cause new disturbances to the 25-foot No Disturb Zone. The runoff from impervious areas within the
25-foot No Disturb Zone will be treated prior to discharge to wetland resource areas.

2. Demonstrate that likely use and maintenance of the altered area will have no detrimental effect on
water quality of the adjacent resource area or quality of the remaining habitat area.

The proposed work within the 25-foot buffer on the southwest portion of the site will not have a
detrimental effect on the water quality of the adjacent resource area because there will be a net
decrease in impervious area and the runoff from the pavement will be treated prior to discharge. This
will result in an improvement over the existing condition.

The proposed work within the 25-foot buffer on the east side of the site will not have a detrimental
effect on the adjacent wetlands because runoff from the new impervious area will not discharge
untreated to the wetlands. The runoff from the paved area will be collected, treated, and then
discharged to the drain line in Concord Street.

3. That the work to be performed sufficiently protects or enhances wetland interests.

The proposed design within the 25-foot buffer will not discharge any new untreated runoff from
impervious areas into the resource areas.

In addition, work performed within the 25-buffer will have erosion control barriers downstream of the
site disturbance until the surface is fully stabilized.
Please let us know if any additional information is required as part of this waiver request.
Very truly yours,
Nitsch Engineering, Inc.
HAp A
Brittney Veeck, PE
Senior Project Engineer

Q:\13609 Mindess ES\Civil\Project Data\Permitting\NOI and SW Permit\13609-25 foot buffer waiver.docx
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