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August 23, 2021 
 
 
 
Mr. Peter Matchak 
Town Planner / Director of Planning 
Town of Ashland 
101 Main Street 
Ashland MA 01721 
 
RE: David Mindess School, Ashland MA 
 
Dear Peter, 
 
As we have done in the past, I’ve assembled the comments you have forwarded to me from the planning board 
in this document.  Highlighted in red are the applicant’s response to each question / item of concern.   
 
1. Dover Amendment - Applicant is seeking relief under the Dover Amendment to allow an 

electronic sign. In light of the Court's analysis in Forster v. Board of Appeals (attached, 

Item 1), might  the applicant comment on the following: 

What is the educational purpose of the electronic sign?  

What are the alternative to the electronic sign? 
Why are the alternatives not sufficient? 
Please describe the public input received so far for the electronic sign as proposed. 
Please describe the public officials input received so far for the electronic sign as proposed. 

 
APPLICANT’S RESPONSE 
 
As discussed at the recent planning board meetings, the educational purpose of the sign is to inform the 
public of activities happing at the school and/or throughout the Town.  The alternative to an electronic sign 
would be a “static” sign like the existing wooden sign now at the Mindess School – which has limited 
communication value.  Public input received thus far on the electronic sign has come during the planning 
board hearings.  In response to comments received at these meetings the proposed sign has now been 
relocated further off Concord Street into the median island between the parent drop off loop.  Public 
officials have not given direct input on the sign, however, as noted previously the site plan (overall layout, 
parking, and circulation) has been reviewed with the Ashland Police and Fire Departments. 

 
 

 



 
 
 

Flansburgh Architects 77 N. Washington Street, Boston, MA 02114 T. 617-367-3970 F. 617-720-7873 flansburgh.com 

 
2. Not Using the Current School Footprint/Disturbing Steep Slopes. Kindly ask the applicant 

to comment on how the location of the new school was chosen generally, to give the PB a 

sense of the process so far relative to the decision that disturbing of the steep slopes was 

needed. 

o Factors - Why was the current footprint of the school not the preferred location? 

What  are the factors that require the placement of new school into the steep slope 

at issue rather than primarily over the footprint of the old school building? 

o Tri-Board Review. In April of 2020, 3 Boards approved the location and design of the 
school. Kindly share the location/design documents reviewed and approved by the 
Tri-Boards in April of 2020. 

o MSBA review of proposed placement of school. Kindly ask the applicant to provide: 
 

! Statement of Interest submitted by the Applicant to the MSBA, 

including any designs and location documents provided as part of that 

Statement of Interest; 

 
! Any input offered by the MSBA to the applicant regarding the 

location of the school over the footprint of the current building; 

 
! Project Funding Agreement between the Eligible Applicant and the MSBA. 

 
o Special Town Meeting on 1/23/2021 - Kindly ask the applicant to comment on the purpose of the 

Special Town Meeting on 1/23/2021- would it be accurate to state that as Item 3 indicates (FAQ 
questions), the purpose of the meeting was to authorize funding? 

 
APPLICANT’S RESPONSE 
 
The current footprint of the existing school was not utilized because the existing Mindess school needed to 
remain operational during construction.  As is often the case with school projects across the commonwealth, 
new facilities are constructed on existing – active - school sites.  The area in front of the existing school is not 
large enough to accommodate the new school, so that was not a viable option.  Placing the new school 
completely on the existing fields toward the east would place the new facility directly behind the abutters.  
Therefore, utilizing the area behind the school and part of the existing fields is the optimum location for the 
new school.  This location allows for construction traffic to come off Fiske Road, while school traffic 
continues to enter and exit the site off Concord Street.  This location also provides plenty of laydown space 
and parking for construction vehicles while the new school is under construction.  The MSBA was presented 
with all documentation related to the new school as per their program requirements – as such they have 
approved the location of the new school.   
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Requested documentation (MSBA documents/reports, Tri-board presentations etc) can be downloaded 
from the project website.  
 

http://mindessschoolbuildingproject.ashland.k12.ma.us 
 

As per the “Frequently Asked Questions” provided as back up to these questions – the purpose of the 
Special Town Meeting on 1/23/21 was to authorize funding for the Mindess Project as well as the public 
safety building. 

 
3.   Grave Site (Item 2 and 4) 
 

a. Kindly ask the applicant whether the grave site generally and/or removal of tree at 
the grave site were discussed at the special town meeting in January of 2021 in public 
comment and/or as part of the presentation? 

 
b. Kindly ask the applicant to comment on whether Item 2 accurately depicts how 

the grave site and to-be removed tree were depicted in the presentation at the 

Special Town Meeting? 

 
c. Kindly ask the applicant to comment on the significance of the Burial Site which led 

to the applicant's decision to keep it in its plans and/or protect it. Does Item 4 
accurately depict how the Burial site and tree appear currently? 

 
d. Has the applicant received any input from the MSBA relative to the grave site 

and/or how to protect same? 
 
e. Might the applicant comment on how the applicant plans to remove the tree from 

the grave site? 
 

APPLICANT’S RESPONSE 
 
The plans presented at the Special Town meeting show the grave site to remain – as have all the plans 
presented to the Town.  We do not recall if it was specifically mentioned at that presentation or as part of 
the public comment section. 
 
Item 2 as provided as back up to these questions represent what was presented at Town Meeting. 
 
The significance of the burial site is obvious as part of Ashland’s history.  There was never any consideration 
given to moving it – the intent was always to protect and maintain this area.  Item 4 as provided as back up 
to these questions depicts in general the current design.   
 
There has been no input from the MSBA relative to the grave site 
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As discussed at the recent Planning Board meeting, the tree would be cut flush with the ground as to not 
disturb the grave. 

 
As always please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or comments you may have. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
FLANSBURGH ARCHITECTS 

 
Bill Beatrice, AIA 
Project Manager 
 
 


































